Tackling Challenges for Data Center Growth in Texas | Jackson School ... https://www.jsg.utexas.edu/news/2026/02/tackling-challenges-for-data-...

TEXAS Geosciences =

The University of Texas at Austin
Jackson School of Geosciences _([ )

HOME (/) / NEWS (HTTPS://WWW.JSG.UTEXAS.EDU/NEWS/) / TACKLING CHALLENGES FOR DATA CENTER...

Tackling Challenges for Data Center
Growth in Texas

FEBRUARY 16, 2026

frmaii)

|

1 \

2 launching a new initiative to help Texas promote sustainable data center development. Photo: Christopher Bowns

Data centers are growing in Texas, and could potentially help revitalize the economy in parts of the
state. However, the industry’s growth, along with that of other large-load customers — namely
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large-scale industrial sites and cryptocurrency — could push peak electricity above what the grid
can supply.

A new research initiative (https://compass.beg.utexas.edu/) at the Bureau of Economic Geology is
looking to get ahead of the energy challenges associated with data center growth by promoting
policies that can help that growth happen in a sustainable way.

Researchers at the bureau outlined some of the most pressing data center issues in a white paper
titted “Sustainable Data Center Growth in Texas: Energy, Infrastructure, and Policy Pathways.” The
paper examines the energy, water and land-use challenges associated with data center growth,
along with potential policy opportunities.

The researchers also brought together affected industries, power providers and policy and
regulatory agencies in a workshop in September 2025.

This data center initiative is led by Ning Lin, the chief economist at the bureau and lead author of
the white paper.

“We’re really just trying to get the conversation started and bring all the players to the table,” Lin
said. “Texas is really well-positioned for the data center industry. The question is, how do we align to
enhance energy efficiency, repurpose existing infrastructure, and help drive economic development
in communities across the state?”

< BACK TO THE GEOSCIENTIST (/NEWS/THE-GEOSCIENTIST/S2026)

¥ | Twitter (https:/twitter.com/intent/tweet?
text=Tackling%20Challenges%20for%20Data%20Center%20Growth%20in%20Texas&url=https % 3A%2F %2Fwww.jsg.utexas.edu
challenges-for-data-center-growth-in-texas%2F)

0 \ Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?
u=https%3A%2F %2Fwww.jsg.utexas.edu%2Fnews%2F2026%2F 02%2Ftackling-challenges-for-data-center-growth-
in-texas%2F)

M | LinkedIn (https://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?
mini=true&url=https%3A%2F %2Fwww.jsg.utexas.edu%2Fnews%2F2026%2F 02%2Ftackling-challenges-for-data-
center-growth-in-texas%2F &title=Tackling%20Challenges %20for%20Data%20Center%20Growth%20in%20Texas)

20f5 4/17/2026, 8:54 AM



Tackling Challenges for Data Center Growth in Texas | Jackson School ... https://www.jsg.utexas.edu/news/2026/02/tackling-challenges-for-data-...

News (https://www.jsg.utexas.edu/news)

Media Releases (https://www.jsg.utexas.edu/news/releases/)

Dean’s Office (https://www.jsg.utexas.edu/news/deans-office/)

Blogs (https://www.jsg.utexas.edu/news/blogs/)

Scientist Profiles (https://www.jsg.utexas.edu/news/scientist-profiles/)

Newsletter (https://www.jsg.utexas.edu/news/newsletter/)

The Geoscientist (https://www.jsg.utexas.edu/news/the-geoscientist/)

Advancing Excellence (https://www.jsg.utexas.edu/news/advancing-excellence/)

Media Contacts & Communications Resources (https://www.jsg.utexas.edu/about/offices/
communications/)

Media Releases

Select Month

< OLDER POST (HTTPS:// NEWER POST > (HTTPS://

WWW.JSG.UTEXAS.EDU/ WWW.JSG.UTEXAS.EDU/
NEWS/2026/02/NORTH-AMERICA- NEWS/2026/02/DINOSAURS-

IS-DRIPPING-FROM-BELOW- WERE-PICKY-EATERS-2/)

GEOSCIENTISTS-DISCOVER-2/)

TEXAS Geosciences

The University of Texas at Austin
Jackson School of Geosciences _([ )

Mailing Address
Jackson School of Geosciences
2305 Speedway Stop C1160

3of5 4/17/2026, 8:54 AM



Tackling Challenges for Data Center Growth in Texas | Jackson School ...

4 of 5

Austin, TX 78712-1692

Phone
(512) 471-6048

SUPPORT JSG > _(/ALUMNI/SUPPORT/WAYS-TO-GIVE/)

Departments & Units

Department of Earth and Planetary Sciences (https://eps.jsg.utexas.edu/)

Bureau of Economic Geology (https://www.beg.utexas.edu/)

Institute for Geophysics (https://ig.utexas.edu/)

Administration &
Offices

College Leadership (/about/leadership/)

Career Services (/careers/)

Business Services (https://intranet.jsg.utexas.edu/business-services/)

Development and Alumni Relations (/alumni/)

Office of Communications (/about/offices/communications/)

Information Technology Office (https://intranet.jsg.utexas.edu/unit-resources/epslit/)

Helpful Links

UT Austin (http://www.utexas.edu)

UT Direct (https://utdirect.utexas.edu)

Emergency Information (http://emergency.utexas.edu)

Jackson Direct (https://intranet.jsg.utexas.edu)

Jackson School Directory (/people)

https://www.jsg.utexas.edu/news/2026/02/tackling-challenges-for-data-...

4/17/2026, 8:54 AM



Tackling Challenges for Data Center Growth in Texas | Jackson School ... https://www.jsg.utexas.edu/news/2026/02/tackling-challenges-for-data-...
Jackson School Profiles (https://apps.jsg.utexas.edu/profiles)

Contact Us (/about/contacts/)

f (https://www.facebook.com/UTJSG) X
(https://x.com/txgeosciences) @ (https://
www.youtube.com/user/JSGUTAUSTIN)

o) (https://www.instagram.com/

txgeosciences/)

2026.J hool of Gegsciences,
e Onivaraity O IR St Asgpriences

Web Privacy (https://cjo,utexas.edu/ %Iicieséweb- rivac Web Accessibility Policy (https://cio.utexas.edu/policies/
web-access -access%%rﬁ_y_kd_b_H*‘ obe Rea erp ps://ge .apd+o e.gc))mllreaqer'?‘) Y y (http B

50f5 4/17/2026, 8:54 AM



